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CLAIMS 

^ *\ A kc y for a ke yhrwd or keypad, said key having an upper finger engaged surface 

[y squat e or rectangular configurations .so as to have a top edge portion remote 
from aWr, a bottom edge portion adjacent the user, a left edge portion and a right edge 
portion, saMJcey further having: 

a ridg^Lrijactfmt said top edge portion or said bottom edge portion and extending 
longitudinally generally parallel thereto; and 

a ridge on s^jd left or said ri^ht edge portion. 
10 v - The key of claim 1 wherein the ridges arc joined so as to pujvide an *1L" shaped 

configuration. 

3. A keyboard or keypad including at least three rows of keys including a top row 
which is remote from a user, a middle iow % aud a but lorn row which is adjacenr rhe user, 
each row having at least three keys including a left and a right end key, each key having 
is an upper finger engaged surface of generally square or rectangular configuration so as to 
have top and bottom edge portions extending generally parallel to the rows, and left and 
right edge portions extending geitemlly normal to the rows* and wherein the keys include; 

(i) a ridge on the top left end key adjacent The top edge portion thereof 
extending generally parallel to the rows, 

(ii) a ridize on the top left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the iows, 

(iii) a ridge on the bottom left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending, generally normal to the rows, 

(iv) a ridge on the bottom left end key adjacent the bottom edge portion thereof 
extending generally parallel to the; tuw^ 

(v) a ridge on the bottom right end key adjacent the bottom edge portion 
thereof extending (jp.nernUy parallel to the rows, 

(vi) a ridge on the bottom right end key adjacent the right edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the rows, 

(vii) a ridge on the top right end key adjacent the li^ht edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal tn the rows, and 

(viii) a ridge on the top right end key adjacent the top edge portion thereof 
extending gftn^rally parallel to the rows. 

AMENDED SHEET 



20 



1(1 



9. AUG. 2301 17:05 - JmttH & F2R3US0H 61 2 92615406 . NO. G260 P. 51 

1 ' PCT/AUOO/00691 

Received 3 January 2001 



16 

4. The keyboard or keypad of claim 3 wherein any key between said top left end 
key and said bottom left end key .has a ridge adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to Ihc rows, and any key between said top riRhl end key and 
said bottom right end key ha3 a ridge adjacent the right edge portion thereof extending 
generally normal to the rows. 

The keyboard or keypad of claim 3 or 4 wherein any key between said top left 
key and said right top end key has a ridge adjacent the top edge portion thereof 
ing generally parallel to the rows, and any key between said bottom left end key 
and eaid right bottom end key includes a ridge adjacent the bottom edge portion thereof 
S < in extending generally parallel to the rows. 

O 6. /W^weny keyboard having a plurality uf alphanumeric keys arranged in three 

7I| linear rows rocluding a top row which is remote from a user, a middle row, and a bottom 

row which jsVdjacent the user, each row having a left and a right end key, each key 
hnving an uppA finger engaged surface of generally square or rectangular configuration 
15 so as to have topVnd bottom edge portions cxlemliiiK generally parallel to the rows, and 
left and right sidc\dgc portions extending generally normal 10 the rows, die keys beiu» 
positioned in a left flsrst set and a right second sex, the first set including the three left end 
keys and at least theWxt two adjaceni keys of each row, the second sec including the 
ihree right end keys anil the nexi adjacent two or three keys spaced toward the first set so 
id that the two sets arc spa^fd by two, three or four keys, and wherein the keys of said first 
set include; 

(i) a ririge o\ the top left end key adjacent the top edge portion thereof 
extending generally parallel t\ the rows, 

(ii) a ridge on lh\ top left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
3< extending generally normal to thelrovvs, 

(iii) n ridge, on the mndclle left end key adjacent the left edge pnvrion thereof 
extending generally normal to the re 

(iv) a ridge on d*e bottorla left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the rows,\ 

™ (v) a ridge on thp horrom end key adjacent the horrom edge portion 

thereof extending generally parallel to Lhe rW, 
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a ridge on the n xt adjacent ornxt two adjacent keys tu said bottom Iftft 
cad key of Jbe bottom row adjacent the bottom edge portion thereof extending generally 
parallel to thcVows, 

(vii) \ ridge on the next adjacent bottom key adjacent the bottom edge portion 
thereof extendmjkgenerally parallel to the rows, 

(viii) a\ ridge on said last mentioned key adjacent the right edge pouion 
thereof extending KeWally normal to (he rows. 

(ix) a riihjc on the middle key next adjacent to said last mentioned key 
adjacent the right edge Wtlon thereof extending generally noimal Lu the rows, 

(X) a ridgeWi rhe fop key next adjacent said last mentioned key adjacent the 
r >3 hl cd S c portion thcicuf dwicndinsj generally normal tn the rows, 
y ( xi ) a rid y^ on\nid last mentioned key adjacent the top edge portion thereof 

extending 2cn(>raUy parallel td the rows, 

jjfjj ( xii 3 a rid ^ e nn thAnr each top key between said last mentioned key mid said 

: lf l0 P 'eft 6nd key aqjaecn; the torVeclse portion thereof extending generally parallel to the 

[7 rows, and 

ll| the* keys of said second set inVlude: 

pj| (i) a ridge on the top\right end key adjacent the top edge portion theieuf 

M. extending generally parallel to the rov 

1,1 ("> a ri % e on the top ritku end key adjacent, the right edge portion thereof 

^ extenr mg generally normal to the rows, 

(in) a ridge on rh£ middle kW adjacent said top right key adjacent the ris>ht 
edge portion thcicof extending generally normal to the rows, 

(iv) a ridge on the bottom i isftu end key adjacent the righi edge portion 
2i thereof extending generally normal to the rowV 

(v) a ridye on rhfi bottom right tod key adjacent the bottom edge poition 
thereof extending generally parallel to the rows, 

(vi) a ridge on the next adjacent orWxt two adjacent keys ro said bottom 
righr p.nd key of the bottom row adjacent the bbltom edge poiliuu thereof extending 

i° ftencrally parallel to thn rnws, 

(vii) a ridne on the next adjacent bottom key adjacent the bottom edge 
portion thereof extending generally parallel to the ro\ 
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Hi)" a lidgc on said last mentioned key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the rows, 

0*A n ridge on the middle key next adjacent to said last mentioned key 
adjacent the left edge portion thereof extending generally normal to the rows/ 
5 (*) aVdgc ou the lv\) key next adjacent said last mentioned key adjacent the 

left edge portion thcrW extending generally nouual to the rows, 

(xi) a ridg^on said last mentioned key adjacent the top edge portion thereof 
extending generally parauW tn the rows, 

(xii) a ridge 01W or each top key between said last mentioned key and said 
io top right end key adjacent the top edge portion thcieof extending generally parallel io the 

rows 

7. The Qwerty keyboard of claim ft wherein each set includes four keys from 
each row so that the Lwu i>e;s arc spaced by two keys in each row 

\- Thc Qwerty keyboard of claim 6 oi 7 wherein the wo ridges of enrh end 
.5 key mp.p.t\ 
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